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"make the supreme sacrifice1' in defence of North
China. Nearly half a million (lovernment troops, ac-
cording to the War Minister, Ho Ying-ehin, were
engaged at this time in fighting the *4 Communist
bandits** in the interior of China; repeatedly the
Communist authorities had offered a truce in order to
strengthen the resistance to Japan. But no reinforce-
ments were sent to the North; and when the Japan-
ese attack came in February i<>33, the defence
crumpled up so pitifully that by March 4th the in-
vaders were in Jehol City.
The position of Chang Usuch-liang at this time is
interesting* He was in Peking, with some 40,000
North-eastern troops inside Jehol under Tang Yu-lin's
command, and the rest mobilised north of Peking and
along the railway north towards Shanhaikwan, Any
faith Chang might once have had in the League of
Nations, or in the power of ri^ht against might, had
long since vanished. After the first defeat, according
to his own people, he wanted to take command of the
whole army, move into Jehol, and fight.
But at this time Chiang Kai-shek paid a secret visit
to i'aotingfu, where a hurried council was held* In
describing the plight of China, the (lenenilissimo
used the familiar parable of the ship of state that had
struck a rock, "The cargo is too heavy; Home of the
ballast must go overboard if the ship is to be saved/'
Chang Hsueh-Hang, it appeared, was the ballast. He
sent in a rather pathetic letter of resignation, drafted
in the Generalissimo*** private car at Paoting:
", . * Events have now occurred which lead me, after
consultation with Genera! Chiang Kai-shek, defin-
itely to believe that my resignation at thb moment
would be a service to the Central Government and